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INTRODUCTION :

Th e  ru r a l  ar e a s  of  the  So u t h  We s t  Re g i o n  are  ho m e  to  so m e  of  the  po o r e s t  pe o p l e  of  

the  co u n t r y ,  bu t  ou r  or g a n i z a t i o n  is  st r i v i n g  to  en s u r e  tha t  the  un d e r p r i v i l e g e d  (mos t l y  

wo m e n ,  ch i l d r e n  an d  the  ol d) can  bu i l d  be t t e r  liv e s  fo r  the m s e l v e s  an d  the i r  fam i l i e s .  

Ou r  org a n i z a t i o n  ap p r o p r i a t e l y  ca l l e d  Mo v e m e n t  fo r  the  Pr o m o t i o n  of  Yo u t h s ,  Ri g h t s  

an d  HI V/A I D S  Aw a r e n e s s  (MPY R A A)  wa s  fou n d e d  in  1998  an d  leg a l i z e d  2ye a r s  

la t e r ,  on  the  19 th of  Fe b r u a r y  2000.  We  st r i v e  to  br i n g  kn o w l e d g e ,  sk i l l s  an d  ed u c a t i o n  

to  som e  of  the  mo s t  vu l n e r a b l e  gr o u p s  in  the  re g i o n ,  no t a b l y  you t h s  an d  wo m e n .

In  ou r  de s p e r a t e  qu e s t  to  me e t  up  wi t h  se t  ob j e c t i v e s  an d  ind i c a t o r s  in  ou r  

op e r a t i o n a l  pl a n ,  MP Y R A A  ca r r i e d  ou t  su c c e s s f u l l y  an  HI V/A I D S  Fr e e  Ho l i d a y  

pro g r a m m e  wi t h i n  the  Ti k o  Mu n i c i p a l i t y .  So,  to  kee p  ou r  yo u t h s  inv o l v e d  in  a  re g u l a r  

ac t i v i t y  du r i n g  the  Lo n g  ho l i d a y s ,  we  cam e  up  wi t h  a  pro g r a m  Ta g g e d  EV A S I O N .

EVASION

Ba s e d  on  a  po p u l a r  TV  pro g r a m  tha t  us e d  to  be  bro a d c a s t e d  ov e r  the  Na t i o n a l  

Te l e v i s i o n  in  the  lat e  90s,  we  de v e l o p e d  ou r  ow n  un i q u e  st y l e  of  EV A S I O N  to  su i t  the  

ne e d  an d  cu l t u r e  of  the  Ti k o  Po p u l a t i o n .  We  sta r t e d  by  se c u r i n g  ne c e s s a r y  

au t h o r i z a t i o n  fro m  the  ad m i n i s t r a t i v e  au t h o r i t i e s  wh i c h  wa s  gr a n t e d  to  ou r  gr e a t e s t  

sa t i s f a c t i o n .  A  tim e t a b l e  wa s  ar r a n g e d  fo r  the  pr o g r a m  ch o o s i n g  We d n e s d a y s  an d  

Sa t u r d a y s  sta r t i n g  fro m  4PM  an d  wa s  to  run  fo r  a  pre d e t e r m i n e d  pe r i o d  of  2m o n t h s  

(July  an d  Au g u s t).

Ou r  tea m  of  dy n a m i c  an d  co m m i t t e d  yo u t h s  the n  we n t  ar o u n d  sen s i t i z i n g  the  loc a l  

po p u l a t i o n  on  the  imp o r t a n c e  of  su c h  a  pr o g r a m  an d  the  po s s i b l e  ad v a n t a g e s  it  m i g h t  

br i n g  to  the  co m m u n i t y  at  la r g e .  Mo v i n g  fro m  on e  qu a r t e r  to  an o t h e r  we  me t  va r i o u s  

yo u t h  lea d e r s  wh o  as s i s t e d  us  in  mo b i l i z i n g  yo u t h s  at  va r i o u s  lev e l s .

Af t e r  a  we e k  of  aw a r e n e s s  ca m p a i g n  we  we r e  ab l e  to  co m e  up  wi t h  6  Te a m s  wh i c h  

wa s  a  co m f o r t a b l e  re p r e s e n t a t i o n  of  the  va r i o u s  qu a r t e r s ;

1. YO U N G  ST A R S  (Mot o m b o l o m b o)

2. OB A M A  BO Y S  (New  Qu a r t e r s)

3. DA R K M A N  FA M I L Y  (Long  St r e e t)

4. YA T I K  (Tiko  To w n)

5. SE X Y  LO V E R S  (Mut e n g e n e)

6. JA R D O N  (New  La y  O ut)



We  the n  pr o c e e d e d  to  con c e r t i n g  wi t h  the  va r i o u s  re p r e s e n t a t i v e s  an d  sta k e h o l d e r s  

to  se l e c t  ac t i v i t i e s  tha t  wi l l  be  of  gre a t  int e r e s t  to  the  pa r t i c i p a n t s .  We  ca m e  up  wi t h  

the  fo l l o w i n g  item s ;

• Qu i z  (Aca d e m i c  an d  ge n e r a l  Kn o w l e d g e)

• Da n c i n g  Co m p e t i t i o n  (Mak o s s a ,  Co u p é- De c a l é ,  R&B  Ra p  an d  Tr a d i t i o n a l  an d  

Cu l t u r a l  da n c e)

• Arm  Wr e s t l i n g ,  Tu g  of  Wa r  &  Sa c k  Ra c e

• Ea t i n g  com p e t i t i o n

• Ba l l  an d  Ba s k e t

• Ba l l  an d  Ne t

• Th r e a d  an d  che w i n g  gu m

• Di s c i p l i n e

Pa r t i c i p a n t s  we r e  th r i l l e d  ea c h  tim e  a  com p e t i t i o n  wa s  tak i n g  pla c e .  Jud g e s  we r e  

tak e n  fro m  a  sc r u t i n i z e d  se l e c t i o n  of  se c o n d a r y  sc h o o l s  tea c h e r s ,  Gl o b a l  Ne t w o r k  for  

Go o d  Go v e r n a n c e  (Limb e),  Nn o k o  Ch a m b e r s  an d  of  ca u s e  stu d e n t s  fro m  the  

Un i v e r s i t y  of  Bu e a .

Du r i n g  the  19  tim e s  the  ev e n t  too k  pla c e ,  we  ha d  a  cum u l a t i v e  po p u l a t i o n  of  9,800  

yo u t h s .  Th i s  is  the  fir s t  ev e n t  of  its  kin d  kno w n  to  ha v e  ga t h e r e d  an d  to  rea c h  ou t  to  

so  ma n y  yo u t h s  in  the  Ti k o  mu n i c i p a l i t y .  An d  thr o u g h  thi s  me d i u m  we  ca n  fu r t h e r  

em p h a s i z e  the  im p o r t a n c e  of  the  fig h t  ag a i n s t  HI V/A I D S  an d  di s c u s s  al l  the  me a n s  of  

pre v e n t i o n .

CHALLENGES

Th e  ma j o r  cha l l e n g e  we  en c o u n t e r e d  wa s  in  de a l i n g  wi t h  you t h s ,  wh o  are  a  ve r y  

se n s i t i v e  gro u p ,  tha t  is  qu i c k  to  vio l e n c e .  So m e  mi n o r  inc i d e n c e s  we r e  re c o r d e d  

du r i n g  the  pro g r a m  ov e r  di s a g r e e m e n t  on  sc o r e s  bu t  ou r  tea m  of  ex p e r t s  sa w  int o  it  

am i c a b l y .

An o t h e r  cha l l e n g e  wa s  sta r t i n g  on  tim e .  Pr o g r a m s  we r e  sc h e d u l e d  for  4PM  bu t  di d  

no t  sta r t  un t i l  6PM ;  it  wa s  ve r y  di f f i c u l t  fo r  us  as  we  ha d  to  run  in  to  the  nig h t  to  fin i s h  

up.  Af t e r  a  ca r e f u l  stu d y  by  ou r  tea m ,  we  rea l i z e d  tha t  mo s t  of  ou r  pa r t i c i p a n t s  we r e  

inv o l v e  in  ho u s e h o l d  cho r e s  wh i l e  ot h e r s  ev e n  ha d  ho l i d a y  an d  com p u t e r  cla s s e s  tha t  

ma d e  it  im p o s s i b l e  fo r  the m  to  com e  at  tha t  ap p o i n t e d  tim e .  Co n s e q u e n t l y  we  ha d  to  

ren e g o t i a t e  the  st a r t i n g  tim e .



We  als o  ha d  ob v i o u s  fun d i n g  pr o b l e m s  as  mo s t  of  the  ac t i v i t i e s  inv o l v e d  he a v y  

fin a n c i a l  co s t  ran g i n g  fro m  re n t i n g  of  the  tow n  Gr e e n  Ha l l  to  ch a i r s  an d  bu y i n g  of  the  

va r i o u s  ite m s  to  be  us e d .  Ou r  Ge n e r a l  Co o r d i n a t o r ,  in  the  pe r s o n  of  Mr.  Tu m b u  

Fo m a n k a  Ba r t h o l o m e w  ha d  to  go  ex t r a  m i l e s  to  ma k e  en d s  me e t  so  tha t  the  pr o g r a m  

wi l l  be  a  su c c e s s .

W e  wi l l  lik e  to  us e  thi s  op p o r t u n i t y  to  tha n k  al l  ou r  pa r t n e r s  an d  spo n s o r s  for  las t  

ye a r ’ s  ed i t i o n  es p e c i a l l y  Br a s s e r i e s  du  Ca m e r o o n  (Omb e)  for  the i r  su p p o r t .

RECOMMENDATION

Ba s e d  on  the  ab o v e  ch a l l e n g e s  an d  dif f i c u l t i e s  we  fac e d  du r i n g  the  las t  ye a r ,  it  is  ou r  

no b l e  ho p e  tha t  th i s  tim e  aro u n d  we  ge t  mo r e  ad m i n i s t r a t i v e  sup p o r t  fro m  the  

Mi n i s t r i e s  no t a b l y ,  Yo u t h  Af f a i r s ,  So c i a l  Af f a i r s  an d  Wo m e n  Af f a i r s  wh i c h  co u l d  be  in  

the  fo r m  of  log i s t i c s  an d  ma t e r i a l  or  sim p l y  pe r s o n n e l  to  as s i s t  us  in  the  or g a n i z a t i o n .  

If  we  co u l d  ge t  as s i s t a n c e  fro m  the  po l i c e  to  he l p  us  gu a r a n t e e  the  sa f e t y  of  

pa r t i c i p a n t s  an d  eq u i p m e n t  du r i n g  the  ev e n t  tha t  wi l l  ha v e  en o r m o u s  im p o r t a n c e  to  

the  su c c e s s  of  the  pr o g r a m .

Al s o , fin a n c i a l  su p p o r t  fro m  int e r e s t e d  pa r t i e s  wi l l  be  we l c o m e d  an d  wi l l  go  a  lon g  

wa y  to  bo o s t  the  ima g e  an d  su s t a i n a b i l i t y  of  the  pro g r a m .

Ba s e d  on  the  su c c e s s  of  the  pro g r a m  we  int e n d  to  ex p a n d  ou r  sc o p e  of  ac t i v i t i e s  to  

inc l u d e  spo r t i n g  ev e n t s  lik e  foo t b a l l  an d  ha n d b a l l  so  as  to  ge t  as  ma n y  you t h s  as  

po s s i b l e  of f  the  st r e e t s  du r i n g  lon g  ho l i d a y s .

CONCLUSION

St a t i s t i c s  an d  pro b a b i l i t i e s  ha v e  pr o v e n  be y o n d  the  iot a  of  rea s o n a b l e  do u b t  you t h s  

are  the  mo s t  af f e c t e d  by  an y  ur b a n  ph e n o m e n o n .  It  is  spe c i f i c a l l y  re l e v a n t  to  you t h s  

be c a u s e  no t  on l y  are  the y  ke y  to  an y  su s t a i n a b l e  de v e l o p m e n t ,  the y  ar e  the  

ba c k b o n e  an d  the  dr i v i n g  for c e  of  an y  em e r g i n g  ec o n o m y .  Fo r  yo u t h s  to  pro d u c t i v e l y  

ut i l i s e  the i r  po t e n t i a l s  the y  mu s t  be  em p o w e r e d ,  as  “emp o w e r i n g  yo u n g  pe o p l e  

me a n s  cre a t i n g  an d  sup p o r t i n g  the  en a b l i n g  con d i t i o n s  un d e r  wh i c h  yo u n g  pe o p l e  

ca n  ac t  on  the i r  ow n  be h a l f ,  an d  on  the i r  ow n  te r m s ,  ra t h e r  tha n  at  the  di r e c t i o n  of  

ot h e r s .”

Un e m p l o y m e n t ,  hi g h  co s t  of  liv i n g ,  idl e n e s s  an d  juv e n i l e  de l i n q u e n c y  ar e  jus t  a  few  of  

the  cha l l e n g e s  fac i n g  you t h s  in  ci t i e s ,  cha l l e n g e s  tha t  ar e  con s t a n t l y  inc r e a s i n g  wi t h  

ea c h  com i n g  ho l i d a y .  Th e s e  ch a l l e n g e s  mi g h t  be  com m o n  to  ev e r y o n e  bu t  wi l l  be  

ac u t e  in  the  ca s e  of  yo u t h s  as  the y  wi l l  re q u i r e  mo r e  tim e  an d  po s s i b l e  or i e n t a t i o n  

be f o r e  the y  ca n  ge t  us e  to  the  rh y t h m s  of  lon g  ho l i d a y s  an d  idl e n e s s .
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